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      Newsletter of CFUW-Scarborough—August 2016 

Important Dates 

 
CFUW-Scarborough 

General Meeting 
Monday, September 19, 2016 

Knox United Church 
7:30 pm 

Bring & Buy Book Sale! 
———–——— 

 
OC Standing Committees 

 

Yorkminster Park Baptist 
Church 

1585 Yonge Street, Toronto 

_______ 

September 24, 2016 

 

January 2017 

_______ 
 

March 2017 

 

______ 

Topics to be Announced 

 

For the latest information on 

these meetings, please visit the 

Ontario Council website at: 

www.cfuwontcouncil.ca 

______________ 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 What a summer! For me, it has been 
extremely busy and I am indebted to our 
two past presidents who were able and 
willing to represent our club at both the 
Ontario Council AGM at the end of May 
and the National AGM in June. You will 
learn more about the results of those two 
important meetings further on in this 
newsletter.  

 This is my second time as your presi-
dent. Although reluctant at first, I recog-
nized that in our small club so many of 
you have been ‘recycled’ in various posi-
tions that I couldn’t really justify a re-
fusal. Knowing that our members pitch in 
so willingly to support our endeavors 
makes such a choice relatively easy and 
I hope that some of you will consider 
taking on such a position in the future. I 
thank those of our current executive who 
are already doing so. 

 We are a Federation, as noted in our 
name, so I challenge you to keep up-to-
date with all the happenings at the pro-
vincial and national levels. At the provin-
cial level, it is the Ontario Council that 
organizes the Standing Committee 
meetings three times a year to which we 
send three delegates. Our club is part of 
Ontario South with Pat Joyce as our Re-
gional Director representing 13 clubs. 
Six of those clubs are in the metropolitan 
area and they are the ones forming the 
Toronto Caucus, the group advocating 
on issues of importance to Torontonians. 

 At the national level, we welcome our 
new president, Karen Dunnett, who 
comes from New Brunswick. It is the 
National organization that advocates on 
our behalf with the federal government 
and I am glad to report that they have 
made the issue of Early Learning and 
Childcare, an issue initially taken on by 
the Toronto Caucus, one of their key 
themes. CFUW was established in 1919 
and is the only self-funded national 
women’s organization that has stood the 
test of time. 

 To celebrate the centenary, a special 
award has been established and mem-
bers are invited to contribute in any way 
that they can. Check out the national 
website for details. The National organi-
zation is also our link to the International 
Federation, now known as Graduate 
Women International (GWI). Diana will 
have more detail about the controversy 
surrounding CFUW’s membership in this 
international organization. 

 At our local level, don’t forget all the 
wonderful ways our Scarborough club 
has contributed to our community. We 
continue to provide scholarships to wor-
thy students at UTSC, so don’t forget to 
make a donation to our fund there when 
renewing your membership. We are 
close to our goal of $150,000. Our fund-
raising also allows us to continue offering 
student awards at Centennial College 
and a seminar through the Scarborough 
Women’s Centre.  

 Of course, in spite of all these worth-
while causes, we still manage to enjoy 
one another’s company through our 
many Interest Groups. Do check them 
out and join whichever one strikes your 
fancy. It’s a great way to get to know 
other members better. And don’t forget to 
invite a friend to join us. New members 
bring new ideas and new energy which 
we will need in order to grow. 

 I hope you all will have had an oppor-
tunity to relax with friends and family 
over the summer and will come back to 
us with renewed enthusiasm for the year 
ahead. 

 See you on September 19th! 

 

Gail Doehler 
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Interest Groups 

Hiking Group 

 

 

“A house without books is like a room without windows.” 

Heinrich Mann 

 

    Our group meets on the 2nd Monday of the month from 1-3 pm with our             
 “brown bag” lunch. 

 Our first book on September 12 is “The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold 
 Fry” by the author Rachel Joyce. Ruth Currie will present the book at 
 the home of Moira Berenyi. 

 We have chosen a full roster of books to keep us going into June of 
 2017!  

             Maureen Corby   

Evening Book Group 

   "I love the solitude of reading. I love the deep dive into someone   

else's story, the delicious ache of a last page.” (Naomi Shibab Nye)  

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Revolving Books 

     Here is your opportunity to read a paper-
back book each month and keep one at the 
end of the year. Sign up will be at the Sep-
tember meeting with the first book available at 
the October meeting. Books are circulated at 
the general meetings in November, January, 
February, March and April. A fee is charged 
to cover the cost of the books.   

   I am investigating a number of titles and 
have discovered several very interesting 
books that impress me and I am eager to 
share them with you. In the past, we have 
enjoyed books that include fiction, non-fiction, 
science fiction, Canadian authors, and mys-
teries.  

   This is the interest group that does not 
meet; however, we need a mini-
mum of 5 members to sign up if 
it is to work efficiently.                  

                                                                                                                             
 Ruth Wolff     

   We usually walk the 4th Sun-
day of each month and we 
explore natural areas in the 
Toronto area or different 
neighbourhoods in the city.  
We usually finish with tea or 
coffee at a coffee shop or 
someone’s home.  
   We would be glad to have 
you join us anytime. Our first 
hike will be on September 25th 
and we plan to explore the 
Lynde Shores Conservation 
Area.  

 We will meet at my house 
at 1:30 pm and carpool to 
Lynde Shores. Please let me 
know if you plan to come so 
we can watch for you and let 
you know of any changes. 
   
 
             Marilyn Lind  
 

Arts ‘n Culture Group 

   The Arts ‘n Culture group focuses on the 

variety of artistic and cultural events that are 

available in and around Toronto. Some of 

these events have included: a guided tour of 

the Aga Khan Museum, special exhibits and 

lectures at the ROM and the AGO, documen-

tary film screenings at the HotDocs Cinema, 

musical concerts at the TSO, and attending 

local theatre productions in Scarborough. 

   The group does not have a set agenda or 

limit on the number of participants. The co-

ordinator selects an event as suggested by 

group members, and opens it up to all those 

who are able to attend. Events are an-

nounced at the General Meetings, by email 

to those who have joined the group, and 

posted on the club’s website calendar. Each 

individual member is responsible for making 

their own ticket/transportation arrangements, 

and for letting the co-ordinator know if they 

are attending the selected event.   

   All members are welcome to join—the 

more the merrier! Suggestions of possible 

events to attend are also very much wel-

comed by the co-ordinator. 

                                        Diana O’Connor     

The Evening Book Discussion 
Group meets on the 4th Monday of 
the month at 7:30 pm at the homes 
of the members. The books to be 
discussed are chosen at a Pot Luck 
Supper at the last meeting of the 
year in May. After discussing the 
book of the month, we enjoy chit 
chat and refreshments. 

 

Books chosen for the 2016/17 sea-
son are: 

"Being Mortal"(Atul Gawande), 
"The Lake House” (Kate Morton), 
"The Street Sweeper" (Elliot Perl-
man), "Poles Apart" (Terry Fallis), 

"Homegoing" (Yaa Gyasi), and 
"The Curious Charms of Arthur 
Pepper”. 

This year seems to feature 
books for every interest and 
taste. Looking forward to Sep-
tember and our first meeting. 

 

 

   Beverly Baird   

    

Monday Afternoon Books 
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More Interest Groups 

Gourmet Lunch Group 
 

   The Gourmet Lunch Group had a suc-
cessful and enjoyable year. We are now 
ten enthusiastic members who take a turn 
once a year from September to June. 
   We enjoy planning, preparing, decorat-
ing our tables and eating. We are a very 
social group and we look forward to start-
ing all over in the fall. 
                       Carole Torrance   

Afternoon Bridge  

   During our afternoon bridge games this year, as usual, we had many in-
teresting conversations and lots of happy laughter. Our afternoons together 
were such a fun time, that when our year end came, Dagmar Freeland of-
fered to host another bridge at her lovely home.   
     Some of our members have summer cottages, so will not be in town very 
much during the summer. Cathy MacOdrum, Shirley Knautz, Helen 
Nighswander, Dagmar Freeland, and Isabel Kavanaugh will all be in differ-
ent locations and perhaps playing there. 
     So Rosemarie Dennis, Beverley Rhodes and l plan to have lunch with a 
fourth at Scarborough Golf Club and play in order to keep our skills up-to-
date.  We look forward to welcoming our cottage friends back in the fall. Our 
games are on the third Thursday of the month at 12:30 pm. We welcome 
players who can "spare” for us.    
              Anne Ellis-Taylor   

Couples Bridge 
 

     Couples Bridge meets the first Friday evening of the 

month for dessert and coffee and sixteen hands of 

bridge. Substitutes would be most welcome. 

              Kathie Krashinsky    

Out-To-Lunch Bunch 

 
The Out-to-Lunch Bunch visit 
a variety of restaurants in the 
Scarborough area on the last 
Tuesday of each month.  You 
can sign up at the General 
Meetings or contact me by 

telephone. 
                
   Grace Lord         

 

No Frills Bridge 

   This little group has had a great year playing 
bridge every Monday afternoon from 1–3 pm in ten-
week sessions most of the time at Gail’s since it is 
a central location. As the name implies, it is just 
bridge – no refreshments, although water can be 
provided upon request. We play with bidding boxes 
and have the opportunity to review or replay the 
hand in order to learn better strategy. This is a non-
competitive chance to try your luck, since at the 
moment no scoring takes place. We originally start-
ed with one table (four players) but have had as 
many as three tables (twelve players) on occasion. 

 Contact is via a group email and we ask that 
players please use the ‘reply all’ function to inform 
the hostess of their intention to play. That way, eve-
ryone on the list can see if we have at least a mini-
mum of four. On occasion, we have had five or six 
players show up. In that situation, we rotate in and 
out of the play so everyone has a chance at several 
hands. With seven or eleven players we operate 
with a ‘roving dummy’. There is no requirement to 
find a substitute, since we play with whoever shows 
up. If you’re interested in just playing various hands 
of bridge, please add your name to the list and try 
us out.    

       Contact Gail Doehler  

     

 

   The National office has shown great effort in trying 

to move the issue of a national early learning child-

care program forward. Each club has been asked to 

once again write letters to their local MPs and 

MPPs. This letter points out that Canada has the 

lowest child care access rates in the industrialized 

world. Gail and I are writing these letters and at the 

same time inviting any member who wishes further 

information to be in touch with us. 

   Three members of the Caucus group, Catherine 

being one, are meeting with Janet Davis on August 

4th to discuss the municipal program for early learn-

ing. We are interested in how the local municipal 

level plans on working with the Federal government 

to institute a National Early Learning and Childcare 

Framework and to spend the money that has been 

promised in the last budget. 

   Wish us luck—it has been a long haul but we are 

hopeful that all provinces will be onside as they 

were in 2005. 

                        Gail Doehler and Catherin Molyneux 

    Making a Difference (MAD) 

 

 

   This group meets once a month on the date chosen by the convenor. The 
day we attend depends on what play or musical we go to see. 

Last year we went to Scarborough Village Theatre, Fairview Library Theatre, 
Factory Theatre, Tarragon and Soulpepper Theatres. 

    If you have any suggestions at all about plays or musicals that you would 
like to see, please let me know. 

    I will contact all those who sign up and you are welcome to bring along 
husbands, friends or children. If we get a large enough number, we can get a 
discount. We usually go to dinner before, but you don't have to of course. It is 
a lot of fun so consider joining us this year.  

   The choice of theatre performances will be sent out in September or as 
soon as I have all the 2016-2017 programs available. You can join us for any 
number of them - one to nine?                              

             Catherine MacOdrum  

Theatre Group  



Page 4 CFUW - SCARBOROUGH  Newsletter 

Membership 2016–2017 
 

 Thank you for being so prompt in getting your forms in by the end of last year's September 30th deadline. By the 
end of the 2015/16 year, we had 65 members plus one dual member. We are looking forward to an increase in our 
CFUW Scarborough membership for the coming year and already have two or three prospective members that will be 
receiving new member packages. If you have a friend who may be interested, please let Marilyn Lind and myself know 
and we will send them information. 
 
 Thanks to Marilyn for updating all the registration and donation forms last year and for updating the Membership 
Directory and Program Brochure. 
 
 You will soon be receiving your 2016/17 renewal forms along with the donation forms for our UTSC scholarship 
fund.  Please note that those of you who did not return a form last year will have the "permission for photo publishing" 
request again this year. These forms will come by email or regular mail if required. Your completed forms and cheques 
are to be mailed to me if possible or brought to the September meeting. Our deadline to be included in the 2016/17 
directory will again be September 30th and the directory will be given out at our October meeting. 
 

         Looking forward to seeing you in September! 

                         Bonnie McBride 

                       Co-Membership Chair 

                            CFUW Scarborough  

 

 
Ontario Council AGM 2016 

 The Ontario Council AGM was held on May 13th 

and 14th at Hockley Valley Resort, Mono, Ontario. 

The theme for the Conference was “Building Bridges 

and Creating Connections” with the emphasis be-

tween CFUW Clubs, between indigenous and non-

indigenous Canadians and between Canadians of all 

economic levels. 

 One of the presentations focused on team build-

ing among CFUW Club members and their executive.  

Four essential characteristics of a team were empha-

sized: strong leadership, common goals, diversity 

and trust. We were asked to participate in an activity 

at our tables. We were to think of a boss or manager 

and start a story, “Once upon a time… and each per-

son at the table would continue the story. What we 

learned from the exercise was that listening is key.  

We found that each group interpreted the exercise 

differently: a sense of humour was important, differ-

ent approaches and energy grew, we didn’t repeat 

negativity, we were committed to the task and we 

appreciated the values of our own self worth. 

 Another presentation focused on building bridges 

between indigenous and non-indigenous Canadians. 

Guest speaker Jodie-Lynn Waddilove, an Anishnabe

(Ojibway) and Lenni Lenape (Delaware) lawyer is 

currently acting as Legal Counsel with the Ontario 

Ministry of the Attorney General, Aboriginal Justice 

Division. She spoke of her life experiences growing 

up near London, Ontario and the injustices that her 

family endured during that time. She became a law-

yer to continue her work as an advocate for Aboriginal Canadi-

ans.  

 The final presentation focused on building bridges between 

Canadians of all economic levels. Laura Cattari, writer and 

community advocate, talked about the evidence-based policy 

development for poverty reduction and focused on its applica-

tion in Bill 185. She showed us how she overcame her person-

al struggles with a debilitating health condition that left her 

without a job, living in poverty and how she prioritized her re-

sources to get a job interview.   

 It was heartbreaking to hear how both Jodie-Lynn and 

Laura were treated while living in impoverished conditions.  

Though, through their experience they gave us hope by work-

ing to educate and improve the lives of Canadians.  

 As the AGM came to a close, Brenda Robertson an-

nounced that she completed her term as President and San-

dra Thomson was the incoming Ontario Council President.  

CFUW Scarborough was presented with an award for excel-

lency in Advocacy, a 55th Anniversary Certificate and two of 

our members, Bev Rhodes and Judy Nettleton were acknowl-

edged for their work as accountants for the Ontario Council.  

This was a proud moment for our club! 

 As a result of this conference, CFUW Scarborough created 

connections with the surrounding clubs to host the next Inter-

national Women’s Day Event!  

 Looking forward to the 2017 Ontario Council AGM that will 

be held in Stratford on May 12th and 13th.  

                             Lenora Fleming 

                             Past Co-President 
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CFUW St. Catharines hosted the 2016 CFUW Na-

tional AGM with the theme “Growing Toward a New 

Tomorrow”. I was fortunate to be able to represent 

our club at the AGM, attending various scheduled 

activities from Thursday through Saturday. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to connect with club members 

from across the country. 

Thursday evening started with the Opening Recep-

tion at Brock University’s Market Hall. Welcoming 

greetings were expressed by National President Do-

ris Mae Oulton as well as from other officials or their 

representatives from various levels of government. 

The reception was followed by a reading presenta-

tion of the play “Let Them Howl”, a re-enactment of 

the famous “mock parliament” that featured Nellie 

McClung and her peers in the Political Equality 

League.  There were over 22 club members from all 

across the country participating in the production. It 

was a wonderful example of cooperation, coordina-

tion and commitment in creating a wonderful produc-

tion to “set the stage” for the AGM. 

The Opening Speaker was Dr. Bonnie Rose, Special 

Advisor to the President of Niagara University. Her 

engaging presentation on the future of women lead-

ers in Canada and the world was excellent.  She 

provided great insight and encouragement about the 

future of education and female leadership and the 

importance of CFUW’s role. 

Another very interesting and inspiring speaker was 

Dr. Jennifer McWhirter, recipient of the CFUW 

2010/11 Ruth Binnie Fellowship. She spoke at the 

Charitable Trust luncheon and gave a presentation 

on the influence of imagery on our knowledge, atti-

tudes and behaviours as they are currently reflected 

on the internet and other forms of social media. Her 

PowerPoint presentation will be on the Member 

Website under AGM 2016 for those interested in 

seeing her very informative and enlightening talk. 

One other inspiring speaker at the AGM was Brenda 

Shanahan, former VP Quebec and presently Mem-

ber of Parliament for Chateauguay-Lacolle. She 

spoke very enthusiastically about her transition from 

“Club to Commons”. She reviewed how her involve-

ment in CFUW Quebec played a role in her decision 

to run for Parliament in the last federal election. As 

she said, if you are involved in civic action through 

your CFUW experience and have the desire to con-

tribute to public service, then you have a good foun-

dation in order to     present yourself as a viable can-

didate. You just need to “go for it”!   

 

 

At the Federation Banquet on Friday evening, our 

club was presented with a “Certificate of Recognition” 

for our club’s work on preventing and responding to 

Violence against Women and Girls with our Interna-

tional Women’s Day Luncheon, and our support for 

both Julliette’s Place and the Scarborough Women’s 

Centre. It was a wonderful surprise for our club to be 

recognized for all our years of hard work supporting 

these worthy causes.    

And very briefly, the amendment to withdraw from 

GWI (formerly known as IFUW) was defeated in the 

final vote, after much debate and discussion. While I 

was expecting the debate to be contentious and per-

haps hostile, I was pleasantly pleased to see that 

cooler heads prevailed, and much of the debate and 

discussion, while vigorous, was conducted in a civil 

and intelligent manner. The final vote was 195 For 

Withdrawing from GWI and 159 Against Withdrawing 

from GWI. The bylaws stipulate that a 2/3 (66%) ma-

jority is required for the amendment to pass, and in 

this case it was only 55% For and 45% Against—so 

the amendment failed. However, with such a strong 

number voting for the withdrawal, it was agreed that 

the CFUW delegates attending the GWI triennial in 

Cape Town, South Africa in August would prepare a 

report detailing the financial and program status of 

GWI for CFUW’s membership upon their return. This 

will provide more up-to-date information for our mem-

bers to be able to make a more informed decision as 

to CFUW’s future commitment to GWI. This issue will 

continue to be a concern to CFUW in the future.  

Stay tuned... 

For more details about the National AGM, members 

are invited to go the CFUW National Member website 

and click on AGM 2016. We have a link from our 

club’s website to CFUW National for your conven-

ience. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to attend 

this year’s National AGM as your voting delegate. It 

was once again a very valuable experience for me to 

represent our club and to make connections with 

many other CFUW clubs from across the region, 

province and country as we all work together to 

“Grow Toward a New Tomorrow” ... 

                                 

      Diana O’Connor 

                                 Past Co-President 

                                 CFUW Scarborough 

  

 
CFUW National AGM June 23–25, 2016 
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            International Women’s Day 2017 

   International Women’s Day will be held on 

Wednesday, March 8th, 2017 from 11:30 am to 

3 pm at the U of T Faculty Club (41 Willcocks 

Street, Toronto). Our guest speaker is Jodie-Lynn 

Waddilove, an Anishnabe (Ojibway) and Lenni 

Lenape (Delaware), a lawyer currently acting as 

Legal Counsel with the Ontario Ministry of the 

Attorney General, Aboriginal Justice Division. 

   The 8 CFUW Clubs hosting the event include 

(Ajax-Pickering, Scarborough, Etobicoke, Toron-

to, North York, East York, North Toronto, 

Vaughan). We have invited Aurora/ Newmarket, 

Markham/Unionville and Oshawa and are await-

ing their response. 

   Pricing is undetermined at this point but we are 

hoping for $45/ticket to include lunch. The room 

will hold 145 guests so each club will be given a 

designated number of tickets. 

   Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday,    

October 4th, 2016 with more details to follow. 

                                                Lenora Fleming 

                      Knit-A-Square Project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Welcome back! Here we are at the 
beginning of a new season of fundrais-
ing. 

   You are all aware of the tremendous 
effort contributed by the Fashion Show 
committee and many other Club mem-
bers to the success of this project.  On 
a smaller scale, members contribute to 
the Bluffs food bank through the draw 
at the Christmas party. This is in addi-
tion to the time and effort contributed 
by members who volunteer at the food 
bank on a regular basis. 

   Although not strictly speaking a Club 
campaign, the Club awards program at 
UTSC is supported by direct contribu-
tions to the awards fund by individual 
members. 

   And then, at the other end of the 
spectrum, we have a very low-key pro-
ject which contributes to the Club's 
being able to hold the line on member-

ship dues.  This program requires 
very little effort on the part of partici-
pants—only re-directing magazine 
purchases that they would be mak-
ing in any case to the Club program.  
No heavy lifting (remember the book 
sales!), or additional expense 
(possibly a saving) and certainly 
negligible time commitment (no sell-
ing required / no committee meet-
ings). Since we have begun using 
this service, the benefit to the Club 
has been in the order of $800 to 
$1,000 each year.   

   Information will be available at the 
September meeting, so please give 
some thought to the magazine pro-
gram. If you have any questions or  
comments, let me know. 

                              Bev Rhodes 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

 
“Volunteer Reading Program” (VRP)

Volunteers Needed 

After a presentation to our 

club by Lenora Butler, the 

founder of the “Volunteer 

Reading Program”, several 

of our CFUW Scarborough 

members became volun-

teers with the VRP in vari-

ous Scarborough elemen-

tary schools. The program 

is designed to help young 

students in grades 1 and 2 

become interested and con-

fident readers. Many of the 

students come from fami-

lies who do not have ready 

access to books in their 

homes, and so to help these 

children learn to be compe-

tent and confident readers, 

and to share the joy of read-

ing with them, VRP is ex-

panding into more schools in 

Scarborough.  More volun-

teers are needed. If you are 

interested in learning more 

about the program and how 

you can become a volunteer, 

please contact:   

Katie Suter                        
Managing Coordinator of 

Volunteer Reading Program 

katievolunteerreaders@gmail.com     

 In October 2009, 

CFUW Scarborough start-

ed to contribute to this 

project. At each meeting, 

8-inch acrylic or wool 

squares are collected and 

about three times a year, 

they are sent to South 

Africa. There, the volun-

teers sew them into blan-

kets for distribution to         

orphaned AID’s children.                             

To date our club has con-

tributed 1569 squares, 17 

hats and 1 blanket. 

 

For more information on 
this project, please check 
the website at 
www.knitasquare.com . 
 

       Lenora Fleming 

 The Movie FrontRunners:  Niigaanibatowaad, 
                a film on truth telling and reconciliation  

   This film was featured at the 

Ontario Council AGM. Writer, 

playwright, filmmaker and 

CFUW member Laura Robin-

son joined other CFUW mem-

bers at the screening of the 

film. The following is a synop-

sis of the film. 

   In 1967, Winnipeg hosted the 

Pan-Am Games and chose 10 

First Nations boys—good run-

ners and good students—to 

run 800 km with the games 

torch, which they successfully 

did. But when they arrived at 

the stadium, they were not al-

lowed in and had to give their 

torch to a white runner. Nine 

out of the ten runners went to 

residential school. 

 In 1999, Winnipeg hosted 

the games again, realized 

what happened, tracked down 

the original runners, apolo-

gized and 32 years later, the 

runners finished the last 400 

metres. This memory play is 

their journey. 

   We have a copy of the film 

and hope to show it at our 

September meeting.        

 

   Lenora Fleming 

The University Women's Club of Toronto cordially invites you to 

join their gala charity event for Romero House: 

 CHOPIN & CHAMPAGNE  

 Monday, September 19th, 2016 from 4:30PM–7:30PM  

 The Faculty Club: 41 Willcocks Street  

This event will be featuring guest speaker Mary Jo 

Leddy, the founder of Romero House and Member 

of the Order of Canada.  

To purchase tickets ($40), please contact                       

Jane Hamer (647-342-3700). 

http://www.knitasquare.com


Book Review 
 

I AM MALALA 

BY 

MALALA YOUSAFZAI   

WITH 

CHRISTINA LAMB 

 

 

Malala is the Pakistani teenager whose assassination was attempted by the Taliban in 2012. Her “crime” 
had been the promotion of education for girls in her community in Pakistan, the Swat Valley. Christina 
Lamb is one of the world’s leading foreign correspondents and has been reporting on Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan since 1987. She has won the Prix Bayeux Calvados—Europe’s most prestigious award for war 
correspondents. 

 

I AM MALALA is co-authored, which explains the two different voices in the narration, that of the third 
person for the author’s research and that of a first person for Malala’s personal contribution. 

 

The book is written to be at the same time the relevant history of the Pakistan and Afghanistan societies 
and their tribal differences and conflicts and the life of a family dedicated to education whose teenage 
daughter courted death with her chosen advocacy. This daughter, Malala, had been named after Malala 
of Maiwand, the greatest heroine of Afghanistan. She inspired the Afghan army to defeat the British in 
1880 in one of the biggest battles of the second Anglo-Afghan war. 

 

Her recovery from the attempted assassination—the bullet just missed her brain—took place in Birming-
ham, England where her family was moved. Birmingham made her father its education attaché for three 
years to give the family stability and a safe place for Malala to go to school. 

 

She hopes to someday return to Pakistan and enter politics. Meanwhile, she has plans for continuing 
education at the university level; one possibility is Oxford, as that is where a heroine of hers, Benazir 
Bhutto, studied. She has the qualifications necessary to attend either Stanford in the U.S.A or Oxford in 
England—with straight A’s in 10 subjects which include math, science and English. 

 

She is the youngest person to ever be nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. In 2011 she won the Paki-
stan National Youth Peace Prize, and in the same year she was nominated for the International Chil-
dren’s Peace Prize. There is also a Malala Fund, a non-profit that supports education advocates around 
the world. 

 

The book’s dedication:  

“To all the girls who have faced injustice and been silenced, together we will be heard.” 

  

 

Muriel Cluett, August 2016 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Thanks to the executive members, interest group leaders and Muriel for your contribu-

tion to this issue. Please send any submissions for the January newsletter by email to 

corliscio@gmail.com by December 15,2016  

Newsletter edited by Corona 

Liscio 

Content accurate as of August  

14, 2016 

We’re on the Web: 

http://cfuwscarborough.org 


