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 While contemplating the end of yet an-
other year, I want to thank all our members for 
their dedication and interest in our club. We 
have had good attendance at all our meetings 
so far, we have welcomed several new mem-
bers, and collectively we have shown a willing-
ness to pitch in for the various tasks that make 
our club “tick”. As the saying goes: “a chain is 
only as strong as its weakest link”. I am glad 
we have such strong links to hold us all togeth-
er. 

 In the new year, I hope you will look 
forward to the roster of interesting speakers 
that have agreed to share their ideas with us.  
As well, we have two special events coming up 
this spring, so be sure to mark your calendars 
early. On March 8th, International Women’s 
Day, there will be a celebratory luncheon orga-
nized by a group of Toronto area clubs. We 
have Lenora Fleming to thank for initiating and 
pursuing this idea. On March 27th, we will have 
our annual fundraising Fashion Show, so be 
sure to talk it up with friends and neighbours so 
we can once again have a full house to earn 
the money necessary to fund our student 
awards. Thanks to Lydia Manget for being the 
lead in this endeavor. 

 We have a dedicated trio of members 
who represent us at the Ontario Council Stand-
ing Committee meetings. These meetings give 
us a broader picture of the work CFUW does 
across the province, so I thank Marilyn Lind, 
Bonnie McBride and Margaret Sandall for their 
faithful attendance at these meetings. We also 
have Catherine Molyneux to thank for repre-
senting our club at the monthly Toronto Caucus 
meetings, where advocacy on local issues is 
the focus. This group has been “key” in moving 
the Early Learning and Childcare issue to the 
forefront.  

 Don’t forget—we also have time to get 
to know one another and have fun through our 
various Interest Groups. Whatever your inter-
ests are, be sure to participate in one of them, 
be it hiking, bridge, theatre, books, lunches and 
more.  And, of course, if you can’t find any ex-
isting group that suits you, start a new one!  
You will soon discover many new friends to 
share your interests. 

 At the National level, I encour-
age you to read some of the excerpts 
from their newsletter called “The Com-
municator”, which you will find later in 
the Semaphore. 

We are part of a very active group dedi-
cated to education as a way of improv-
ing the lives of girls and women. Your 
fees and donations to the Charitable 
Trust are well spent, as you can see. 

 That being said, you should all 
be aware of the contentious issue in-
volving our National organization (of 
which we are a part) and the Interna-
tional body now known as GWI 
(Graduate Women International). The 
basic issue is whether to continue our 
participation in this organization as we 
have done for the past 97 years or 
leave it as the American and Finnish 
national organizations have done. I 
have struck a small committee to exam-
ine, as best as possible, the conse-
quences of us staying or leaving. This is 
in preparation for a formal vote on Janu-
ary 30th, 2017, which will give the Na-
tional Office some direction as to what 
action to take. At our January meeting, I 
expect to give you our perspective on 
this dilemma and will ask for your bless-
ing in casting our votes one way or an-
other. If you have comments to add to 
our deliberations, please pass them 
along to me. 

 By the time you read this, I 
hope you will have had a festive holiday 
season and can look forward to the rest 
of our busy CFUW Scarborough year. 

 

Gratefully, 

Gail Doehler 

President, CFUW Scarborough 

Important Dates 

OC Standing Committees 
 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church 
1585 Yonge Street  

Topic: Closing the Gender Wage Gap  

Linda Davis 

————------- 

Saturday, March 25, 2017 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church 

Topic: To be Announced  

———————— 

ONTARIO COUNCIL  

Annual General Meeting 

May 12th and 13th, 2017 

Hosted by CFUW  Stratford Club 

———— 

FASHION SHOW 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

St. Thomas More Parish   

   -------- 

CFUW                                 
Annual General Meeting 

June 22−24, 2017 

Hosted by CFUW Richmond BC 

club 

Details to Follow    

-------------------- 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

 

 

Presidents’ Message 
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Interest Groups 

 

 
Hiking Group 

      Our September walk was through the Lynde Shores 

Conservation area in Whitby. The most interesting part of that 

walk was along the boardwalk through the marsh area. In Oc-

tober, we had a beautiful walk through Taylor Creek Ravine 

beginning by Warden Station and walking all the way to the 

west side of Dawes Rd. From there, we headed down to the 

Danforth for coffee and took the subway back. At one point, we 

heard a loud noise and looked up to see a hawk swooping 

overhead. In November, 11 of us explored the area by Oa-

kridge Drive west of McCowan and then took the path back 

from Brimley before having coffee at Grace’s.                        

   . Once again the Arts n’ Culture group members 

have been busy attending a variety of events in the 

city over the past several months. One of the most 

enjoyable activities was our visit to Ripley’s Aquari-

um on a lovely Tuesday afternoon in early Novem-

ber. The weather was wonderful—sunny and 

warm—the perfect day to visit. With the crowds be-

ing very light, our group was able to take its time 

lingering over the displays of aquarium life, and en-

joying the antics of some of the creatures, appreciat-

ing the vast variety of sea life. 

   Some of our group members also enjoyed the en-

tertaining TSO Christmas Concert with Jann Arden 

on Wednesday afternoon in mid-December. She is a 

colourful performer with a terrific sense of humour, 

Arts and Culture Group 

The photo was taken in Taylor Creek Ravine.                                                                 

   Marilyn Lind  

not to mention a very talented pop singer--wonderfully com-

bined with the seasonal music of the symphony orchestra.  

   We are looking forward to our next outing on the morning of 

January 18th to the AGO to see the various art displays, espe-

cially the “Mystical Landscapes: Masterpieces from Monet, Van 

Gogh and more” presentation. Should be a pleasant way to 

start the New Year! 

   Details of other upcoming events in 2017 are yet to be final-

ized, but they will be announced at the general meetings and 

on the calendar on our club’s website. Stay tuned...  

Diana O’Connor  

doc1955@hotmail.com  

416-281-4788 

 

 
No Frills Bridge 

   Despite a late start to the fall session, we have had 
many successful play dates. Some of our members 
were involved in lessons on Monday afternoons but 
we still managed to have from five to nine players. 
Thanks to Catherine and Donna, we have even 
learned to accommodate these odd numbers by hav-
ing a ‘rotary’ system, which allows everyone to play 
by subbing in and out of the game. 

   We still use the bidding boxes and do not keep 
score. That means that you can concentrate on the 
bidding process but can try bids you might not be 
willing to attempt otherwise. 

   Anyone can come to play Monday afternoons from 

1–3 PM. There is no need to find a substitute, but it is 
helpful if you follow the email threads and let the others 
know whether you will be available to play. This is done 
via email on a weekly basis. By using the ‘reply all’ func-
tion on your email program, all the members can see who 
is available. 

   Our winter session will begin after the holidays in early 
January. If you wish to come and play bridge on a regular 
weekly basis, please let Gail know so that she can add 
your name to the group. 

 

        Happy playing! 

        Gail Doehler 

mailto:doc1955@hotmail.com
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More Interest Groups  

Making a Difference Group  

   This has been a busy fall for members of the 

6 clubs represented who advocate on your 

behalf. 

   Childcare is at the top of the agenda for both 

the National and Ontario Council. The Federal 

government has promised funding for all prov-

inces, so we are receiving all kinds of policy 

papers from the various organizations involved 

in childcare. Our agenda has been to meet 

with local governing groups to inform them of 

CFUW’s 40-year interest and knowledge in 

this topic. We have met with Janet Davis to 

explore what role the municipal council plays 

in directing and funding Toronto daycare. We 

were able to meet with Shannon Fuller from 

the Ministry of Education. This contact has al-

lowed us to be a part of surveys and information 

at the provincial level. Your two representatives, 

Gail and myself, met with Salma Zahid, MP for 

Scarborough Centre. She has promised to make 

the federal caucus aware of our interest in this 

topic. Your Caucus will continue to push for a Na-

tional scheme, like Quebec’s. It is the cost of 

space that defeats the ability of parents to really 

have a choice. 

  Catherine Molyneux 

 
    Revolving Books 2016−2017 

 This year, the books selected for the Revolving Books group span several countries and eras. 
There are the servants working in Longbourn in England, the American man writing about a man writing 
about feminism in Poles Apart, a floating book barge steaming down the Rhone River in The Little Paris 
Bookshop, the detective in war-torn England in Dead Ground In Between and the Australian professor of 
genetics in The Rosie Project.  

LONGBOURN – Jo Baker 

Pride and Prejudice: The Servants’ Story                             

This novel reveals the characters only mentioned in Jane Austen’s classic and takes the reader beyond 
the drawing room into the complicated lives of the servants. 

POLES APART – Terry Fallis 

A delightful romp of a book about a young man inspired by feminism that skewers every male/female 
stereotype.   

THE LITTLE PARIS BOOKSHOP – Nina George 

A bookstore owner prescribes novels to mend broken hearts and souls. The only person he cannot heal 
is himself until he departs Paris on a mission to make his own peace. 

DEAD GROUND IN BETWEEN – Maureen Jennings 

A novel set in 1942 Shropshire. Detective Inspector Tom Tyler’s job is to keep the peace and enforce 
wartime regulations, but when a body is discovered and two children go missing, he must act with speed 
and care. 

THE ROSIE PROJECT – Graeme Simsion 

Don Tillman has a brilliant scientific mind and the perfect job but he has never had a second date. He 
embarks on the Wife Project to find the perfect mate. Then in walks Rosie!  

 

        Ruth Wolff 
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 Thanks to the generosity of our members, in 2016 the Scarborough Club supported University of Toronto 
Scarborough students with three awards, Centennial College students with two awards and the Scarborough Women's 
Centre with an annual donation.  

 Our two awards of $1000 each for Centennial College students were awarded to Michele Shen and Erin Wil-

son. Erin writes: "I wish to offer my humble thanks and gratitude for the honour of being awarded this scholarship. It will 

greatly impact my future and my ability to continue my education while still providing for my son". 

 

 From the proceeds of the Fashion Show in April, we donated $1000 to the Scarborough Women's Centre. 

Lynda Kosowen, Executive Director, writes: "We appreciate your continued support of women making brighter futures 

for themselves and their children. Your gift will ensure that these women will have access to the information, 

education and support services they need to achieve their goals of economic and emotional independence". 

 In November, the Awards Committee members attended the University of Toronto Scarborough's Evening of 

Excellence reception. We met the two recipients of the In-course Awards. Both students are in the Co-op program, as 

is our Entrance Award winner.  

 Labiba Ahmed is currently in her third year of completing a specialist degree in Neuroscience and hopes to 

continue with graduate studies, with a focus on Behavioural Neuroscience. She indicated that "this award is an im-

mense encouragement for me to involve myself in initiatives dedicated to ensuring women's mental and physi-

cal well-being". Labiba's proud mother accompanied her to the reception. 

 Our second In-course Award winner, Thusha Mathikcantan, is in her second year and completing a specialist 

degree in Psychology. She hopes to become a child psychologist as she loves working with children. Thusha indicated 

that with her award, she is now able to use the money to further her profile in other areas of study such as the arts and 

working with children. Her father and sister joined her to celebrate her award. 

 

 The recipient of the Entrance Award, Rajpreet Sidhu, was not able to attend the reception, but wrote a letter 

acknowledging our support. Rajpreet is a first-year student in the International Development Studies Co-op. She writes 

that she is "a child that was a girl, who constantly was existing in spaces not meant for them or their voices. I am in-

credibly touched to be supported by fellow women who believe in me. I hope one day too, to encourage and 

provide care for poor, first-generation girls of colour like me". We see this young woman proving girls are of 

value and being a shining beacon for other girls/women from a similar culture. 

            

         CFUW-SCARBOROUGH AWARDS ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

A picture from the Evening of Excellence for UTSC award recipients. The student in 
the picture is Labiba Ahmen and her mother. 
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Fashion Show 2017 
 

 

   Spring Fashion Show Fundraiser 2017 

Fashions by Lady Sophisticate Boutique 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

7 pm − 10 pm 

St. Thomas More Parish Hall 

2234 Ellesmere Avenue 

Tickets: $25.00 

Volunteers needed 

 Sign-up sheets at January meeting 

 

                                                                                                                             
    
                                          
 Lenora Fleming  

 

 

 

International Women’s Day Event 

Sponsored by CFUW Ontario Central 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

11:30 am – Social Time (cash bar) 

12 noon – Lunch 

1:15 pm– Guest Speaker 

University of Toronto Faculty Club 

41 Willcocks Street 

Guest Speaker: Jodie-Lynn Waddilove 

Senior Legal Counsel to Justice M. Tulloch for Ontario 

Independent Police Oversight Review 

Tickets: $50.00  

 

Lenora Fleming 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY  

 

   Membership 

As of November's meeting, CFUW Scar-
borough has 67 full members and 1 dual 
member. Thanks to everyone for getting 
your memberships in before the October 1st 
deadline. Welcome to our brand-new mem-
bers! Thank you for joining us. Everyone, 
please mention to your friends the great time 
you have at the meetings and at the study 
and interest groups, as we have lots of room 
for more new members. Happy New Year to 
all and see you at the next meeting.  
 
Bonnie McBride 

  

 

     To order online: 

             1. www.qsp.ca 

             2. Click on the "shop now" button 

             3. Enter in CFUW Scarborough's  
 online ID #3737004 

             4. Ready to shop! 

 

QSP Magazine  Fundraiser 

http://www.qsp.ca/
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Ontario Council Education Committee 
 

                             

 

   

    In the morning, the new president of Ontario Council, Sandra Thomson introduced the executive. 

 The morning’s topic was Women on Campus and Beyond: Engendering Solidarity. The speaker was Dr. Joan 

Simalchik, chair of gender studies at U of T. She began by telling us that last year, feminist professors at U of T received 

threats and the university’s response was to hire security guards. The women wanted solidarity with other professors, not 

guards. The theme of the lectures was Violence Against Women. The most common violence is physical violence inflicted 

by an intimate partner. Every 6 days, a woman is killed by her intimate partner. Throughout time, men have been seen as 

the doers and women as the recipients. 

 Throughout the world, regimes that resort to violence are weak and would never be elected. They resort to vio-

lence to maintain power. Some languages, Finnish and Persian, have no terms for gender. Others have many. 

 The White Ribbon Alliance emphasizes prevention rather than response. The Gordian Knot is a social problem 

that keeps us from moving forward, as people wait for a hero to solve the problem. Women’s shelters give women an es-

cape but do not solve the problem. In the past, there was no word for domestic violence. Violence against disabled wom-

en, indigenous women and transgender women is much higher. More security does not prevent attacks but provides a 

false image. In many fields, science, technology, engineering and math, women are still seen as outsiders. 

Marilyn Lind 

September 24, 2016 

Ontario Council Education Committee 

September 24, 2016 

  

 The education committee experienced a stimulating presentation led by Jessica Outram, Principal at Colborne 

Public School in Kawartha Pine Ridge district and Chantell Tunney, President of Impact Matters: Social Leadership for 

Strong Communities. The topic was It Takes a Village. Jessica began by examining the issues many students bring with 

them to school. Teachers are now expected to do more for all children, and staff are being trained to promote a sense of 

belonging and well-being. Mental health is improved by increasing physical activity and students are encouraged to make 

good choices and learn to solve conflicts and problems. She explained “Collective Impact”, where doctors, hospital reps, 

community resource people and teachers meet at a mental health summit to work as a team to help the students meet their 

challenges. 

 Chantell spoke in more detail about health care reform – in particular, putting patients first and the methodology of 

collective impact. There is structured collaboration to achieve a specific goal to solve a complex social issue. Every individ-

ual has to abandon his own agenda to work on one specific problem. 

 Both speakers talked about changing the culture of the village to ensure that there is empathy and caring at the 

heart of problem solving. Lasting change for complex social problems needs to include the whole village, not just the 

school. They spoke of the corkscrew principal, where we may go in circles to solve a problem but go a little deeper each 

time. The two speakers bounced ideas off each other and the group to create lively discussion.  

      

Marilyn Lind 



Thanks as always to our faithful correspondents for their contributions to this newsletter. 

Feel free to send any future submissions by e-mail to corliscio@gmail.com. 
 

We hope you have enjoyed receiving this newsletter via email. This format al-

lows us to save printing and distribution costs and keep our membership fees 

as low as possible.   

   Newsletter edited by: 

   Corona Liscio 

   Content accurate as of  

   January 12, 2017 

   We’re on the Web! 

   http://cfuwscarborough.org 

 

 

   CFUW is a member of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, which carries out the work of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in Canada. Members provide important feedback on issues of concern to 
UNESCO, including education, science, culture, communication and information. This is then conveyed to the Canadian 
delegation in Paris. Through this process, Canada’s collective voice reaches the global stage, where it can have a signifi-
cant influence on world matters. 

CFUW’s Tangible Commitment to Lifelong Learning − Lyn Franklin 

   The first recorded CFUW fellowship was funded in 1921 through the generosity of twelve local Clubs who raised $1000. 
The funds were given to Isabel Jones, a University of Toronto graduate, who attended the Sorbonne to study the history 
of Canada. We don't know how the Clubs raised the money − did they hold bake sales, organize card parties or perhaps 
organize an afternoon tea? (I can picture them enjoying the ‘high tea’ wearing gloves and hats!) 

   CFUW has supported women’s studies since its founding in 1919. Now, almost 100 years later, CFUW has a goal of 
granting an additional $100,000 to celebrate the CFUW’s 100th Anniversary in 2019. The funds raised will be used for 
new local scholarships and awards and additional national fellowships. 

   "As of September 30th, the total raised and committed is $85,000, a wonderful achievement so far," reports Lynn 
Franklin, Chair of the 100th Anniversary Scholarship Project Committee. An innovative ‘Matching Gift Campaign’ has 
been launched, which gives donors to the 100th Anniversary Scholarship Project the opportunity to have their contribu-
tion matched or effectively doubled. The ‘Matching Gift Campaign’ will run until the 2017 AGM in Richmond. 

CFUW Receives Accolades from Past Winners of CFUW National Fellowships and Awards 

   “The Canadian Federation of University Women has been absolutely instrumental in both my professional and personal 
life.”  - Jessica Silva BSc, MSc, winner of the École Polytechnique Commemorative Award 2014 

   Priscilla Ferrazzi gives thanks to CFUW for all the invaluable support during her PhD. She encourages CFUW mem-
bers to let her know how she can contribute to CFUW to show her appreciation for this support.  
- Priscilla Ferrazzi LLB, LLM, PhD, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Alberta, winner 
of the Dr. Alice B Wilson Award 2011−12 and the Margaret McWilliams Pre-Doctoral Fellowship 2013. 
      
   CFUW has awarded Brittany Chubbs the inaugural CFUW Aboriginal Women’s Award (AWA) for the academic year 
2016−2017. “The fact that this was an inaugural and national award being offered by a prestigious and very important 
organization spoke to the value of my studies and future work and has made me feel truly honoured to be its recipient.” 
        

Gail Doehler 
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Items from the COMMUNICATOR 


